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Tips when using stainless steel
cap strips with Altro flooring
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Installation quickfacts, installation and maintenance guides are available online at altro.com/techdocs

Using stainless steel cap strips

Stainless steel is one option to use as a cap when flash-coving Altro sheet flooring.

Here are some tips when dealing with metal caps.

o Confirm that a metal cap is actually required. Many times, our C7 vinyl cap is
a better alternative.

e  Since metal caps are rigid, they must be mechanically fastened to the wall.
In addition to adhesive, you must use either screws, staples, brads and/or
rivets.

e  Qutside corners need to be formed so they wrap around the corner. Do not
cut the cap in two separate 45 degree pieces to make a 90 degree outside
corner as this will result in sharp edges, use a rotary tool such as a dremel,
fitted with a cut off wheel, or other appropriate stainless steel metal cutting
device.

How to make the cut

1. Find the point where the cap is to return around the corner. Add the thickness
of the cap to that measurement (nominally 3/16” of an inch for 1/4” inch thick
cap — just under the thickness of the top of the cap you are using).

2. Using a rotary tool fitted with a cut off wheel, remove the back of the cap
strip, in a upside down “V” shape. The point of the “V” being at the corner.

3. Next cut another “V” shaped piece into the top of the cap. The point of the
“V” when installed will point away from the wall.

You can now wrap the cap strip around the corner. If the cap is leaving too small
of a gap for the flooring to fit into at the bend, take a 1” x 2” piece of the flooring
you are using and insert it into the cap at the corner before you bend. When you
do bend the cap, this flooring (after being removed) will help keep the cap open

enough to insert the flashed flooring.

After adhering and mechanically securing the cap strip, you must caulk the top of
the cap. Use a quality silicone caulk, such as our Altro Sanitary Sealant UC. This
comes in clear and colors. This step is vital, since it is the only way to prevent
water penetrating behind the cap and down the back of the coved flooring.

Inside corners can be cut into two 45 degree pieces making a 90 degree corner
as the cut edge will be inside the corner and not exposed.

Back view

The narrowest part of the relief cut on the
e———— back of the will match the widest part of
the relief cuts on the top. See dotted lines.

Top view

Outside

Wall side

Top view

after cutting and bending

discover altro.com



