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Detailing guide for living in place
Integrated floors and walls for residential bathroom adaptations

TECH>INSTALL>DETAILING GUIDE FOR WET AREAS

Product overview
Floors and walls play a key role in creating attractive, welcoming 

environments. When designing for living in place, the space must be more 

than pleasant to look at. All flooring and wall finishes must provide a safe, 

stable, and durable foundation that can handle the health needs of aging 

and vulnerable residents. 

Regardless of the size of the home, the selection of floors and walls is 

critical because you need to minimize risks to the health and safety. 

Designed for living in place functionality, Altro flooring and wall cladding 

combines safety and durability with warm colors and tones.  

Altro flooring is extremely durable. Its indentation resistance and surface 

abrasion results enable the flooring to resist scuffing and other damage 

caused by wheelchairs, heavy equipment, walking sticks or other 

walking aids. Altro’s range of floor and wall solutions allows you to meet 

immediate concerns that need to be addressed and long-term solutions 

for living in your home safely.

Bathrooms and showers need to be wheelchair accessible, hygienic, easy 

to clean, space saving and aesthetically pleasing. This is all achieved with 

Altro Aquarius flooring, Altro Whiterock wall designs and Altro Tegulis, a 

hygienic wall panel with authentic tile visuals.
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Replacing the bath with a wet area shower can create extra space 

to install a toilet and sink. The addition of a sliding door allows for 

wheelchair access. 

The provision of a sliding door allows more room for a wheelchair to 

manoeuvre.  800 377 5597 USA / 800 565 4658 CAN
 support@altro.com 

 www.altro.com

For technical support please call and speak 
with our Technical Services department.
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These products have achieved ICC-ES product certification and is in compliance with the following plumbing code standards:

• ANSI/ICPA SS-1 2001 

Performance standard for Solid Surface Materials. 

• IAPMO PS 106-2015e1

Tileable Shower Receptors and Shower Kits by complying with these standards this means that Altro safety sheet vinyl   

flooring is approved to be used in showers or other wet areas. 

• CSA B45.5/IAPMO Z124 

Plastic Plumbing Fixtures - Material.

Altro Aquarius

Altro Aquarius was developed for lasting performance in wet and dry environments, shoes or barefoot. This 2mm safety floor has been extensively 

tested to ensure peak performance in a host of environments and anywhere you can expect a combination of wet and dry floors. It’s a perfect choice 

where water, shampoo and soap contaminants are present.

Installation of flooring

For Altro sheet flooring to be successfully installed in wet areas all penetrations must be detailed properly to prevent moisture from leaking under the 

floor. This is done by mechanically fastening the flooring in place with surface membrane clamping plumbing fixtures. 

Altro safety sheet flooring shall be installed in accordance with published instructions and the applicable code(s). When provided, the floor drain must 

have a surface membrane clamp and shall comply with ASME A112.18.2/CSA B125.2 as applicable. 

Altro Aquarius should be installed per the Altro flooring installation instructions. Altro Aquarius is to be installed with AltroFix30 or AltroFix ZERO in all 

wet area applications. All seams and corners must be grooved, and heat-welded. Follow specifications of contract documents for wall cap detailing. In 

all wet floor and wall applications the overlap detailing method of the wall finish is the recommended and preferred finishing method, although C4 or C8 

cap can be used when an appropriate wall cladding is also specified and used.
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For more info please 
scan the QR code.
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https://www.altro.com/getmedia/7b5b0ae8-fdb3-4229-862c-0f7abbd11237/Altro-flooring-installation-guide_2023.pdf?ext=.pdf
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Altro Whiterock
2.5mm

Appropriate 
Altro adhesive (applied 
to back of panel)

Sanitary sealant
(applied to back of panel)

Contact tape

Cove former

Appropriate Altro 
adhesive

*Appropriate sealant

Altro sheet flooring

Substrates

Altro Aquarius can be installed over a variety of substrates, including properly prepared concrete and wood underlayment panels designed for use with 

resilient flooring.

All concrete new or existing must meet the requirements of the current edition of ASTM F710 Standard Practice for Preparing Concrete Floors to 

Receive Resilient Flooring and ACI 302.2R-06 Guide for concrete slabs that receive moisture sensitive flooring materials.

Pitch/slope to drain should be created during subfloor preparation and the drain set at correct height. Consult and follow all state/local building code 

requirements.

Maintenance

Develop a regular cleaning program suited to the usage and traffic of the area. Heavily trafficked or highly 

visible areas need to be cleaned more often than areas which are seldom used. Use only recommended 

cleaning products or their equivalent in the correct dilution. See the full clean and maintenance instructions 

for Altro Aquarius here.

Overlap method with sheet vinyl flooring
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For technical support please call and speak with our Technical Services department.

Develop a regular cleaning program suited to the usage and traffic of the 

area - Heavily trafficked or highly visible areas need to be cleaned more 

often than areas which are seldom used or where appearance is less 
important. The best and most cost-effective method of cleaning Altro 
flooring is with an auto scrubbing machine. Care should be taken to 
select the correct pad. 

Use recommended cleaning chemicals - Use only recommended 
cleaning liquids or their equivalent in the correct dilution. Do not mix two 

different cleaning liquids together, and always follow the manufacturer’s  

instructions. Always check the suitability of cleaners for use on vinyl 
floors. Do not use cleaner containing pine oil or phenolic sanitizer.Remove scuff marks regularly - To remove any rubber heel marks  

by abrasion, use the correct machine pad or scrub by hand. For areas 

requiring renovation due to neglect or heavy soiling consult Altro 
Technical Services.

Protect newly installed floors - All newly installed Altro flooring should be 

covered and protected from all other trades with a suitable non-staining 

protective covering, such as Masonite™ or Ram Board®. Dirt control -  80% of the dirt in a building is carried in on shoes. A 
suitable dirt excluder outside all entrances and a mat inside just prior to 

the installation will protect the flooring. Mats should be regularly cleaned 
to maintain their effectiveness. Dust control mops are also useful.Some materials are known to cause staining on vinyl 

floors. Typical examples include:
• Asphalt and bitumen materials• Cardboard/Hardboard (wet)

• Fire treatment and maintenance  materials used on carpets could  
transfer to vinyl flooring and cause staining• Dyes from printed literature or packaging• Rubber-backed carpets and rubber mats• Rubber furniture rests and wheels

• Shoe soles not made from non-staining materials• Heat degradation
• Some chemicals used in cleaners (e.g. pine oil) and disinfectantsInitial maintenance

1. Do not begin any maintenance procedure until all adhesives 
have set (excluding Altro XpressLay and loose lay floors that 
do not require the use of adhesive), generally 72 hours after the 
completion of the installation. 

2. Sweep or vacuum floor surface to remove all loose dust and debris.3. Apply diluted* AltroClean 44™ to the floor.  Allow to sit for five 
minutes to allow the cleaner to attack the surface soil. 4. Alternatively AltroClean 44+ can be used for extra heavy cleaning, 

heavy oil and grease removal, and in cases where stripping is 
required, consult technical services for additional information5. Scrub floor with an automatic scrubber (3-in-1 machine) or a 

standard low speed swing machine (150rpm to 350rpm) fitted with 
an Altro Unipad™.

6. If using a standard low-speed swing machine, remove wash water 
with a wet vac. Ensure the floor is thoroughly rinsed with fresh, 
clean water.  No cleaning residue should remain on the floor.7. Allow surface to dry before use.

* Dilution rates depend on the condition of the floor.  For moderate 
soiling use a 1:40 dilution ratio. For heavy soiling use 1:10. When grease, tough ground-in dirt and buildup in kitchens or other 

areas where hygiene is essential the AltroClean 44+ can be used.

Cleaning guide for safety and slip-resistant floorsAltro Stronghold 30, Altro Classic 25, Altro Atlas 40, Altro Aquarius, Altro Marine 20, Altro Reliance 25, 

Altro Walkway 20, Altro XpressLay, Altro Promenade, Altro Tungsten, Altro Illustra

Chamfer/bevel edge

Altro sheet flooring

Contact tape

Altro Whiterock
2.5mm

Appropriate 
sealant

Altro W39

Appropriate 
Altro adhesive

Infill

Pencil cove detail diagram

https://www.altro.com/getmedia/734481da-f423-44a5-a1cf-a2a266826bfc/Cleaning-guide-for-safety-and-slip-resistant-flooring-2020.pdf
https://www.altro.com/getmedia/734481da-f423-44a5-a1cf-a2a266826bfc/Cleaning-guide-for-safety-and-slip-resistant-flooring-2020.pdf


4

 800 377 5597 USA / 800 565 4658 CAN
 support@altro.com 

 www.altro.com

For technical support please call and speak 
with our Technical Services department.

Altro Tegulis

Altro Tegulis is the modern alternative to traditional tile walls and is available in an extensive color and design palette. With the chic look and feel of 

tile, the custom-etched faux grout lines embedded into Altro Tegulis’ surface offer a hygienic solution eliminating the cleaning and repair issues often 

associated with traditional tile. The robust PVC construction prevents water and bacteria from penetrating below the surface and allows thorough 

cleaning and disinfecting. Altro Tegulis is faster to install than ceramic tiles, saving you time and money. Our unique jointing methods ensure that 

installations become simpler, and easier, guaranteeing a great result every time.

Installation

Altro Tegulis can be installed over a variety of substrates such as drywall, cement board, underlayment-grade plywood, MDF panels that meet local 

building codes, existing ceramic tiles that are securely bonded (missing or loose tiles must be removed, and the appropriate patching compound must 

be used to fill the void such as a moisture-resistant type

All surfaces must be smooth, sound, dry and free of contamination. Check walls for flatness especially at seam location(s), make sure seam area 

is 100% flat to ensure proper fitting for a successful installation. Altro W39 or AltroFix MP 600 adhesive must be used for wet area applications.           

Visit the Altro Tegulis installation guide here.

Maintenance

Develop a regular cleaning program suited to the usage and traffic of the area. Heavily trafficked or highly 

visible areas need to be cleaned more often than areas which are seldom used. Use only recommended 

cleaning products or their equivalent in the correct dilution. See the full cleaning and maintenance 

instructions for Altro Tegulis here.

Initial cleaning
Once all panels and joints are installed, remove the protective film and 

clean all surfaces with an antistatic solution. This is required as the panel 

will have static build up and any dust in the atmosphere will adhere to the 

surface of the panel.

Continue with regular maintenance.

Regular maintenance
• Wall panels can be cleaned with a diluted soap/detergent solution, 

such as PVC wall cleaner (for stubborn stains) or AltroClean 44.• Use a lint-free, non-woven wipe or a polyester knit wipe. Both are 
extremely low in particle generation.

• When cleaning the panels we recommend the temperature of water 
does not exceed 140˚F (60˚C).

• Pressure cleaning with hot water may be used with the presssure 
nozzle a minimum of 2 feet (600mm) away from the surface. Note: 
Pressure washing not recommended on Altro Fortis Titanium 15.

• To reduce the build-up of static, cleaning the panels with an  
anti-static solution or a diluted soap/detergent solution is 
recommended.

• Some cleaning agents may adversely affect wall panels. See Altro’s 
chemical resistance chart for reactions to common chemicals at 
www.altro.com/techdocs.

• Do not use cleansers containing abrasives or solvents.

Cleaning guide for Altro wall panels
For Altro Whiterock, Altro Whiterock Matte, Altro Whiterock Chameleon, Altro Whiterock wall designs,  

Altro Tegulis, Altro Puraguard, Altro Fortis Titanium 15 and Altro Puressentials 
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For technical support please call and speak with our Technical Services department.

P/N: A859/325
PVC Cleaner
11oz

P/N: FC445L
AltroClean 44 - 5 Liters1.3 Gallons

P/N: A809/05 
Anti-Static Solution
5 Liters

P/N: A809 
Anti-Static Solution in spray bottle500ml

The following maintenance products are available to purchase

TECHNICAL>MAINTENANCE>WALLS

Labels may indicate that they are exclusively for Altro Whiterock. Please note, cleaning agents may be used for all Altro wall panels named above.

Please see next page for Altro Whiterock Whiteboard,  

AW Imagination Wall, AW PopArt Gloss+ and AW PopArt Lite

https://www.altro.com/getmedia/22773460-ae7d-4b0e-ac66-8e90999913d7/INSTALL_ALTRO-TEGULIS_COMBINED.pdf?ext=.pdf
https://www.altro.com/getmedia/ef3d8b58-2f6f-4381-85e9-15620779b52d/Maintenance-for-walls.pdf?ext=.pdf
https://www.altro.com/getmedia/ef3d8b58-2f6f-4381-85e9-15620779b52d/Maintenance-for-walls.pdf?ext=.pdf

